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	Essential Understandings: 

1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. A variety of strategies can be used to promote comprehension

3. Reading fluency is essential to comprehension.

4. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

5. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

6. Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication.

7. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

8. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

9. Culture affects the way language is used.

10. Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

11. Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication

12. Appropriate word choice improves communication.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.
2. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.
3. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


Censorship 

	Essential Question: What are common censorship issues in film today?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Identify and understand the MPAA movie ratings, the Self-Imposed Production Code, Legion of Decency

	Understand evolution of censorship in the film industry from its beginnings in the 1950’s into the 21st century


	Suggested Strategies
	· View unrated films based on their rating based on the current standards

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a film review

	Suggested Resources
	· Text: Understanding the Film
· Films: 
· PBS/CultureShock
· Hollywood Censored: Movies, Morality, and the Hollywood Production Code

· Tootsie, Some Like It Hot, Citizen Kane

	Content Vocabulary
	· MPAA, Legion of Decency

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Comedy 

	Essential Question: What are the characteristics of the comedy genre?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Define and understand setting: Urban America of 1930s and 1940s in upper class world of socialites, heiresses and debutantes

	Define and understand mood: light, daffy, joyously optimistic regarding relationships; couple fights, struggles, but love conquers all

	Define and understand characters: 

· Main- couple initially mismatched by temperament or social class 

· Woman- higher class, feisty, headstrong and proud 

· Man- lower class or professional, sometimes clever, often befuddled, clumsy

· Secondary characters- friends relatives of the couple, ditsy rich people, servants and hangers-on

	Define and understand iconography: 

· Clothing is important as sign of social class and symbol of gender role; evening dresses and tuxedos, sometimes cross dressing occurs 

· Props include party paraphernalia, champagne glasses, orchestras, night clubs, etc.

	Define and understand cinematic style: dominated by sound – particularly fast-paced dialogue

	Define and understand plot: mismatched lovers meet usually accidentally, continue to be thrown together against their will, series of improbable adventures, growing attraction towards each other, survive comic disasters, and married or engaged

	Define and understand themes: love overcomes obstacles, couples’ negotiating relationship, what constitutes a “good match.”  Feminist bent because woman is dominant or al least equal to the male.


	Suggested Strategies
	· Watch films and identify the comedic characteristics 

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a review of a comedy

	Suggested Resources
	· Text: Hollywood Genre 

· Films: Tootsie, Some Like It Hot

	Content Vocabulary
	· Gender roles

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


The Detective Film
	Essential Question: What defines the Detective genre in film?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Define and understand setting: American big city (LA, NYC, San Francisco) in the 1940s and 1950s; Scenes – shot at night in streets or dark interiors, detective’s seedy office

	Define and understand mood: dark, pessimistic, oppressive, threatening, cynical, corrupt, bleak, violent; life is seen as momentary, subjective, changing; America is not a happy place; Good and evil are not absolute but are ambiguous

	Define and understand characters: 

· Hard-Boiled detective- private investigator, isolated, self-reliant, streetwise, moral.  Often former policeman.  Deep-rooted idealism buried underneath a cynical façade.  Good man in corrupt world 

· Femme Fatale- dangerous woman, dangerous, beautiful, seductive, often love interest of detective, but also deeply implicated in the crime. Can’t be trusted 

· Others- gangsters, crooks, psychopaths, hired killers policemen, bartenders, wise-cracking office girls, victims

	Define and understand iconography: guns, telephones, automobiles, images of city streets, urban violence, images of entrapment (mirrors, stairs, windows)

	Define and understand cinematic style: closed-in, low angle shots of interiors, exaggerated angles; realistic sources of light but strong shadows, high contrast black and white, verticals and diagonals; tight cuts rather than moving camera

	Define and understand plot: double mystery structure- intro solved quickly and darker more important mystery that the detective pursues because of own need to know; often flashbacks with voice-over narration (time order confused); told from detectives point of view complicated story line


	Suggested Strategies
	· Watch a detective film

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a review of a detective film

	Suggested Resources
	· Text: Hollywood Genres
· Films:

· LA Confidential

· Chinatown

	Content Vocabulary
	· Hard-boiled detective, femme fatale

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Auteur in Film

	Essential Question: How is the auteur approach of understanding film different from the genre approach?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will: 

	Identify and understand distinct cinematic style of an auteur

	Understand the auteur’s contribution to the film industry

	Use MLA documentation correctly to write a research paper on selected auteur


	Suggested Strategies
	· View two Hitchcock films (North by Northwest, Notorious, Vertigo)

	Suggested Assessments
	· Research and write a paper on a selected auteur

	Suggested Resources
	· North by Northwest, Notorious, Vertigo

	Content Vocabulary
	· auteur

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


 Film Noir 

	Essential Questions(s): What are the characteristics of the film noir genre?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Define and understand setting: interior shots, urban settings, detective’s office, streets, night clubs

	Define and understand mood: often sense of doom, perverted obsession and often becomes passionate

	Define and understand characters: 

· Women: often a Femme Fatale and having loose morals, but smart, powerful and sexual 

· Hard-boiled detective: incorruptible, unseducible, has access to all levels of society, never gets hurt; policeman, private detective, often war veterans

	Define and understand iconography: smoke, cigarettes, guns, shadows, windows curtains

	Define and understand cinematic style: deep focus, wide visual fields, tight close-ups; light and shadow to complement black and white

	Define and understand plot: murderer not brought to justice, centered around love/passion, betrayal, murder/death, prohibition, detective story (puzzle needed to be figured out)


	Suggested Strategies
	· View film noir examples

· Identify characteristics of film noir

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write film review

	Suggested Resources
	· Text: Hollywood Genres

· Films:

· Out of the Past
· Chinatown

· Notorious

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Create short film 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Film noir, femme fatale

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Genre Development

	Essential Question: What are the key characteristics, stages, and concepts of genre development in film?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Identify and Understand:

· Setting- Where and when does the typical film take place?  What visual image area associated with the typical setting?

· Characters- Describe the typical heroes or protagonists: What types of supporting characters would you expect to find?  What roles do men typically have in these films?  Women?

· Plot- What are the conflicts you expect to find in this genre? Describe the typical plot structures in this genre (ie. Journey, rise and fall of character)

· Iconography- What objects or images do you expect to see in this genre?

· Mood- Is the typical film optimistic?  Pessimistic?  Light or dark?  Zany or significant?  Eerie or wholesome?

· Cinematic Style- What are typical shots, camera movements, lighting, editing techniques, or use of sound?

	Identify and understand genre periods of development:

· Primitive Period- 1st appearance, conventions are established

· Classical Period- large following is developed, consolidation of basic values associated with genre

· Revisionist Period- films more complex and ambiguous, filmmakers begin to question values inherent in genre

· Parodic Period- conventions of genre are mocked


	Suggested Strategies
	· View film clips to identify which genre clip indicates

· List characteristics of genre

	Suggested Assessments
	· Recall genre characteristics in specific film reviews

	Suggested Resources
	· Texts: Understanding Film, Reel Conversations, How to Read a Film, Reading the Movies, Hollywood Genres, An Introduction to American Movies

	Content Vocabulary
	· Primitive, parody, revisionist, classic

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Film Themes
	Essential Question: What are the central attributes of viewing common themes in film?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Identify central attributes developed within a theme:

· COMING OF AGE – growth through loss of innocence and acquisition of knowledge; role of parent; mentor or guide; and rituals or rites of passage

· FAMILIES  - what constitutes a family; family conflicts; expression of love in families; adolescents see their parents as human beings

· BELONGING – individuals in conflict with groups; seeking acceptance; and making accommodations

· DREAMS and QUESTS – dreamers and dreams; obstacles and opportunities; dream keepers and guides; developing character to achieve the goal; and achieving the dream

· LOVE and ROMANCE – what is real love, finding and keeping the “right one,” best friends and confidants, and stages in the relationship

	2. Identify the literary, dramatic, and cinematic aspects revealed with the theme


	Suggested Strategies
	· Group film viewing

	Suggested Assessments
	· Class presentations

	Suggested Resources
	· TEXT: Reel Conversation
· FILMS:
· Coming of Age: Alan and Naomi, Brighton Beach Memoirs, My Brilliant Career
· Families: Breaking Away, Clara’s Heart, King of the Hill, My Life as a Dog
· Belonging: Benny and June, Lucas, My Bodyguard, Rebel Without a Cause
· Dreams and Quests: American Graffiti, Boyz N the Hood, My Brilliant Career
· Love and Romance: A Room with a View, The Year My Voice Broke, The Man in the Moon

	Content Vocabulary
	· 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Film Terminology

	Essential Question: What are the essential elements and terminology of viewing film?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Identify filmic terms: blocking, takes, scene, sequence, cuts (rough, fine,and final), shots(establishing shot, master shot), point of view (long, medium, close-up, extreme close-up), camera angles (high, eye-level, and low angle), camera movement (pan, tile, tracking/dolly, boom, and zoom), editing (cut, fade-out/fade-in, dissolve, and wipe), sound (voice-over narration, dialogue, sound effects, sound track, music and underscoring)

	Identify and understand the literary aspects of a film shared with literature (plot, character, setting, theme, point of view, symbolism, images, tone)

	Identify and understand the dramatic aspects of a film shared with drama: actors (portraying characters), characters engage in dialogue, characters wear costumes and make-up, sets or location, and directors.

	Identify and understand the cinematic aspects of a film; differences between film and literature and drama technical terms, cinematography, sound, editing, and special effects


	Suggested Strategies
	· Match film clips to terminology

	Suggested Assessments
	· Discourse

	Suggested Resources
	· Texts: Understanding Film, Reel Conversations, How to Read a Film, Reading the Movies, Hollywood Genres

· Selected film clips

	Content Vocabulary
	· Literary, dramatic, cinematic aspects of film, iconography

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	·  Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Gangster Films
	Essential Question: What are the characteristics of the gangster genre?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Define and understand setting: mean streets of urban 20th century America (LA, NYC, Chicago, Miami)

	Define and understand mood: somber, dangerous, threatening, pessimistic to the point of fatalism; gangster’s rise to power may have energy/humor, but end is certain – gangster will die a violent and undignified death

	Define and understand characters: 

Man of lower class or immigrant roots with ambition and nerve, rises from humble beginnings to position of power and suffers downfall due to a flaw in his character; Both blood families and crime organization families figure prominently

Women- gangster’s mother (loving saintly and long-suffering); prostitutes, gun-molls

	4. Define and understand iconography: guns, illegal substances (alcohol and drugs), cars, paddy-wagons; Interiors- closed spaces (hide-outs, back rooms)

	5. Define and understand cinematic style: Photography is dark, Interior shots prevail giving claustrophobic or trapped quality; Film Noir stylistics – black and white colors, high and low angle shots, high contrast light and dark shadow, images of entrapment (mirrors and windows)

	6. Define and understand plot: follows rise and fall of gangster, conflicts pit characters against main stream society and follow protagonist’s attempt to achieve the American Dream; Sub-plots- gaining and keeping territory and winning wars between crime families;

	7. Define and understand themes- crime may pay in short run, but eventually retribution, ambition is more often the cause of gangster’s downfall than police-work, crime can be justified in an unjust system


	Suggested Strategies
	· View variety of gangster films

· Identify characteristics of gangster genre

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write film review

	Suggested Resources
	· Texts: Hollywood Genres

· Film: The Godfather (Part1)

	Content Vocabulary
	· Film noir

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


The Musical 
	Essential Question: What are the characteristics of the musical genre?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Define and understand setting: city or country

	Define and understand mood: optimistic, happy

	Define and understand characters: stock characters, beautiful men and women, good singers and dancers

	Define and understand iconography: colorful costumes, exhilarating musical numbers, complex dancing numbers

	Define and understand cinematic style: strong sound components, music, instruments live or recorded, mostly long to medium shots because of the dancing

	Define and understand plot: Usually comedic in nature; simple plot line; often love story

	Understand that musical genre is rooted in vaudeville, revue, ballet, tap and jazz performance styles.


	Suggested Strategies
	· View a musical

· Identify characteristics of musical genre

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a film review

	Suggested Resources
	· Texts: Hollywood Genres, Understanding the Film
· Films: Singing in the Rain

	Content Vocabulary
	· 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values
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